ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSRE 


A method for fabricating a smaller-sized glass rod by 
elongation of a glass matrix comprises providing a glass matrix, 
applying steam to surfaces of said glass matrix, and heating the 
thus applied glass matrix to soften the glass matrix to an 
extent sufficient for subsequent elongation. The softened glass 
matrix is elongated to provide a glass rod having a 
substantially dirt-free, clean surface. 


